Mary Ann McKinney

Warren Hills Regional High School

Washington, NJ
Title:   Viewing Controversy Through Multiple Perspectives  (an adaptation of an activity called “Five Thinking Hats” from Content Area Literacies: Teaching and Learning in the 21st Centuries  by Maureen McLaughlin.

Overview and Rationale: When writing editorials about controversial issues, high school journalism students often have difficulty viewing issues through perspectives other than their own. Students’ editorial writing will be strengthened through activities, which force them to consider an issue from a role/perspective other than their own.  After all,  “If we do not understand our opponents’ argument, we do not truly understand our own.”

(From Opposing Viewpoints series.)

Goals for Understanding:   
Students will be able to:  

· Think about a controversial issue and write from the perspective and roles of persons other than themselves.

· Interact with peers in small cooperative learning groups.

· Utilize opponents’ arguments to strengthen their own in editorial writing.

Essential Questions:   

· What makes an editorial effective?

· How can we strengthen an argument?

· What do we gain from listening to others’ viewpoints?

Critical Engagement Questions:
· How can we use the arguments of opposing viewpoints to strengthen editorial writing?

Materials:

· A controversial writing prompt from which students will write an editorial from a perspective other than student.   (See handout)

· On second day, classroom desks will need to be arranged in 5-6 circles of 5-6 desks each.

· An editorial writing rubric.

Activity One:  One 50-minute class period

· Teacher introduces activity by asking and discussing essential and critical engagement questions.

· Teacher previews components of Editorial Writing Rubric on overhead.

· Teacher explains activity and passes out writing prompt.

· Students read prompt silently while teacher groups students into five groups under the headings listed in prompt:  Mr. Uptight; Ms. Prude; Mr. Fencesitter,  Mrs. Motherly,  and Mr. Shortoncash

· Students are instructed to begin prewriting arguments that might be used by their assigned “character,” and then to begin writing in class  -- finishing editorials for homework and due at next class meeting.

Activity Two:  One 50-minute class period

· Teacher follows a “Jigsaw” approach to cooperative learning by first grouping 

students together who wrote their editorial from the perspective of the same character. (A homogenous grouping).  Students are to read aloud and discuss their editorials w/ their group members – with particular focus on the strength or weaknesses of arguments used.

· Next, each member of the homogenous are to “number off”  one through five 

·  And then re-group into the designated “numbered” circle of desks – so that one member from each group is seated at each gathering.  Students are to read aloud and discuss their editorials w/ their group members with particular focus on the strengths or weaknesses of arguments used.

· Transition to whole-group discussion:  What characters/arguments were most effective?  Least effective?

· Students submit essays for grading.

· Homework:   Using the same prompt, students will now write an editorial from their perspectives, and they are to concede some counterpoints to arguments they heard today.  

Activity Three:  One 50-minute class period


*    Teacher returns graded editorials w/comments on attached rubric

· Think-Pair-Share:  In pairs, students are to read each other’s editorials

And discuss the stance, and counterpoints, strengths, and weaknesses, of each other’s editorials.

· In whole-group discussion, pairs share their “discoveries” while teacher guides discussion with particular attention to argument and counterpoints.

· Self-Assess:   Students score themselves against the Editorial Rubric and submit their work to teacher.

Assessments:   

       Both editorials will be assessed against an editorial rubric, available at:            http://www.surfturk.com/journalism/editorialopedrubric.html

       Teacher observation will assess student understanding of effective argument.      

Resources:

McLaughlin, Maureen.  Content Area Literacies:  Teaching and Learning in the 21st Century.
http://www.surfturk.com/journalism/editorialopedrubric.html

